144.   ESSOP MIA

Indians everywhere in South Africa will be shocked at the brutal
assault on Mr. Essop Mia. If we look for the reason for the assault,
we find it has hardly any significance. The assailant appears to be an
altogether illiterate person. The assault will bring discredit on the
Indian community. It proves that we are politically immature. It is
a sign of barbarism to resort to force in order to settle accounts.

We extend our sympathy to Mr. Essop Mia. He has rendered the
community great service. The assault on him has added to the value
of his service. It is not surprising that such things should happen, for
we are still novices. We should learn to submit to violence for the sake
of the community and truth. We will have to learn even to die for
it. There may even be murders in the community. But without
such incidents, the community will not develop mettle; it will make no
progress. The tie of blood is a strong one indeed. The man who dies
for truth does not forsake service [of the cause] even at the moment of
death, for it is our firm conviction that even after death his soul
continues to serve. It is according to this line of reasoning that we
congratulate Mr. Essop Mia on his courage.

As for the misunderstanding that persists among the Pathans, we
may point out to them that they have been overdoing things. It will
be well if there can be an end to this.

[From Gujarati]
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145.   SARVODATA[-II]
ROOTS OF TRUTH
I do not doubt the conclusions of the science of economics [if its
premises are accepted]. If a gymnast formulated laws on the
assumption that man is made only of flesh without a skeleton,
those laws might well be valid, but they would not apply to man,
since man has a skeleton. In the same way, the laws of political
economy may be valid but they cannot apply to man, who is subject
to affections, A physical-culture expert may suggest that man's flesh
be detached [from the skeleton], rolled into pellets, and then drawn
out into cables. He may then say that the re-insertion of the skeleton will
cause little inconvenience. We should describe such a man as a mad-
cap, for the laws of physical culture cannot be based on the separation